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the Course is intended as an educational course whose program is planned 
to provide the best available clinically relevant information on current and 
future directions in valve heart disease. 

Furthermore, a meaningful overview of the main topics of structural heart 
disease will be developed. So, at the conference site, there will be extensive 
live cases demonstrations as well as lectures covering all the major topics 
and we expect to have lively discussions during sessions.  

The Course will pursue three main themes: 

Education: This two-day interactive program, with the world’s experts in 
cardiac surgery and interventional cardiology, offers a general approach and 
evidence-based strategies to manage the surgical and interventional 
challenges in structural heart disease.

Training: the Course will include 

• a “hands on” training echo course encompassing the theoretical background 
and practical applications concentrating on echo image acquisition and 
interpretation. Class size is limited to ensure an ideal learning environment.

• simulation-based training session to provide a comprehensive learning 
opportunity that allows the clinician to safely learn, practice, and repeat the 
procedures until proficiency is achieved.

Debate: to give opportunity to appreciate different practical approaches 
and diverse opinions, encouraging interactive dialogues for lively discus-
sions with the panel at any time throughout the live cases and after each 
lecture.

Welcome to Acireale!

On behalf of Course Directors
 
Corrado Tamburino

Dear colleagues, 
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FACULTY
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Piera Capranzano, ITALY
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Arturo Giordano, ITALY

Guido Giordano, ITALY
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Angela Lorena Iacò, SAUDI ARABIA

Silvio Klugmann, ITALY

 

 

Jean-Claude Laborde, UNITED KINGDOM

Alessio La Manna, ITALY

Chaim Lotan, ISRAEL

Sebastiano Marra, ITALY

Tarek S. Momenah, SAUDI ARABIA

Massimo Napodano, ITALY

Leonardo Patanè, ITALY

Anna Sonia Petronio, ITALY

Angelo Ramondo, ITALY

Nicolo Piazza, GERMANY

Undine Pittl, GERMANY

Josep Rodes-Cabau, CANADA

Gennaro Santoro, ITALY

Gerhard Schuler, GERMANY

Carl J. Schultz, THE NETHERLANDS

Fulvia Seccareccia, ITALY

Imad Sheiban, ITALY

Horst Sievert, GERMANY
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 SATURDAY, 28th APRIL

  HEART VALVE DISEASE: WHICH PATIENTS FOR SURGERY     

  OR FOR PERCUTANEOUS APPROACH?

  Chairmen: O. Alfieri - T. Feldman 

  Panelists: C. Mignosa - A.S. Petronio - G.P. Ussia

15:00 – 15:15 Valves anatomy for the interventionalists

  C. Basso                

15:15 – 15:30    Current indication for percutaneous mitral valve repair

  T. Feldman

15:30 – 15:45    Current indications for TAVI

  H. Eltchaninoff

15:45 – 16:00    What surgery can offer to patients with aortic stenosis

  C. Mignosa

16:00 – 16:15    What surgery can offer to patients with mitral regurgitation

  A.M. Calafiore

16:15 – 16:30    Discussion
  

16:30 – 17:00   Coffee break
  

17:00 – 17:20 FOCUS

  Addressing the “Cohort D”: which therapy for patients at low  

  risk for both TAVI and surgery? My crystal ball

  C. Tamburino
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  STRUCTURAL INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY: 

  NOT ONLY MITRAL AND AORTA

  Chairmen: A.M. Calafiore - G.P. Ussia 

  Panelists:  F. Maisano - G. Santoro

17:20 – 17:35   A state of the art on structural heart disease

  S. Bailey

17:35 – 17:50   Pulmonary and tricuspid: the forgotten valves?

  T.S. Momenah

17:50 – 18:05   The neverending dilemma of PFOs

  U. Pittl

18:05 – 18:20   When imaging meets structural intervention

  C.J. Schultz

18:20 – 18:35   Impact and management of valvular leakages

  G.P. Ussia

18:35 – 18:50   Discussion

     Welcome Dinner

 

 

 SATURDAY, 28th APRIL
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 SUNDAY, 29th APRIL
 

  PERCUTANEOUS HEART VALVE THERAPY: TECHNIQUE,  

  COMPLICATIONS AND TIPS&TRICKS

  Chairmen: L. Patanè - A.S. Petronio 

  Panelists:  O. Alfieri - F. Bedogni - M. Buchbinder  

         A. Colombo - C. Mignosa - I. Sheiban

09:00 – 11:00 LIVE AND TAPED CASES FROM FERRAROTTO HOSPITAL

 Operators: O. Alfieri - A.M. Calafiore - H. Eltchaninoff

           F. Maisano - C. Mignosa - A. Ramondo

           C. Tamburino - G.P. Ussia

  Echo Team: V. Cammalleri - W. Deste - S. Mangiafico

           G. Millan - S. Scandura - M. Scarabelli

  Lectures:

  A primer on self-expandable CRS TAVI with technical tips&tricks

  J.C. Laborde

  How to manage TAVI complications

  J. Rodes-Cabau

  A primer on balloon expandables TAVI with technical tips&tricks

  G. Schuler

  A primer on clip for mitral valve with technical tips&tricks

  O. Franzen

  Discussion

11:00 – 11:30   Coffee break
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  TAVI AND CLIP FOR MITRAL VALVE: PATIENT SELECTION,  

  ADJUNCTIVE THERAPIES 

 Chairmen: A.M. Calafiore - T. Feldman 

 Panelists:  O. Alfieri - T. Corcos  - G. Dangas - A.L. Iacò  

  S. Marra - C. Mignosa 

  

11:30 – 13:30 LIVE AND TAPED CASES FROM FERRAROTTO HOSPITAL

     Operators: O. Alfieri - A.M. Calafiore - H. Eltchaninoff

           F. Maisano - C. Mignosa - G.P. Ussia

           A. Ramondo - C. Tamburino

  Echo Team: V. Cammalleri - W. Deste - S. Mangiafico

            G. Millan - S. Scandura - M. Scarabelli

  Lectures:

  Anatomical selection for TAVI

  A. La Manna  

  Anatomical selection for clip for mitral valve

  S. Mangiafico

  How to deal with large access sites

  M. Buchbinder

  Adjunctive pharmacotherapy in TAVI

  G. Dangas
   
  Conduction disorders in TAVI: which patient for permanent  
  pace-maker implantation

  V. Calvi

  Discussion

13:30 – 14:30   Lunch

 SUNDAY, 29th APRIL
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 SUNDAY, 29th APRIL

  FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES IN STRUCTURAL HEART   

  DISEASE THERAPY

  Chairmen: M. Buchbinder - A.M. Calafiore

  Panelists:  T. Corcos - E. Grube - S. Klugmann   

14:30 – 14:40 A glimpse to the future of TAVI devices

  E. Grube

14:40 – 14:50 A glimpse to the future of percutaneous mitral valve repair

  F. Maisano

14:50 – 15:00 Novel LAA and PFO devices

  H. Sievert

15:00 – 15:10 Potential role of new anticoagulant drugs in structural heart  

  valve therapy

  P. Capranzano

15:10 – 15:20 Low-flow low-gradient AS and pressure recovery: how to  

  manage them

  S. Carerj

15:20 – 15:30 Discussion

15:30 – 18:30   ECHO AND SIMULATION-BASED SPONSORED COURSES
     
     Social Dinner
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 MONDAY, 30th APRIL 

     CLINICAL DATA ON STRUCTURAL INTERVENTIONAL   

 CARDIOLOGY

 Chairmen: O. Alfieri - C. Di Mario 

 Panelists: A. Chieffo - O. Franzen - M. Napodano
 

09:00 – 09:15 Lessons from the PARTNER trial

 A. Colombo

09:15 – 09:30   Insights from European TAVI registries

 W. Deste

09:30 – 09:45   Observant: the largest multicenter italian as registry

 F. Seccareccia

09:45 – 10:00   Risk stratification in TAVI: where are we?

 S. Bailey

10:00 – 10:15  TAVI versus surgical aortic valve replacement in real life

 N. Piazza

10:15 – 10:30  Lessons from the EVEREST trial

 T. Feldman

10:30 – 10:45  Clip for mitral valve: european experience

 S. Scandura

10:45 – 11:00  To close or not to close? Insights the CLOSURE trial

 G. Santoro

11:00 – 11:30 Discussion

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee break
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  OPEN ISSUES IN TAVI

  Chairmen: A. Colombo - J. Rodes-Cabau 

  Panelists: A. Giordano - F. Maisano - N. Piazza
 

12:00 – 12:10 TAVI: not only from transfemoral route

  A.S. Petronio

12:10 – 12:20 Impact and management of CAD in patients undergoing TAVI

  C. Lotan

12:20 – 12:30 Mitral regurgitation and aortic stenosis in TAVI era

  G.P. Ussia

12:30 – 12:40 Paravalvular leakages after TAVI

  M. Napodano

12:40 – 12:50 TAVI in the degenerated surgical protheses

  F. Bedogni

12:50 – 13:00 Transapical versus transaortic TAVI. What’s better?

  S. Klugmann

13:00 – 13:10 Discussion
 

13:10 – 13:20 Closing remarks

  C. Tamburino

MONDAY, 30th APRIL
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SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

Crediti formativi ECM (only Italian participants)
I crediti formativi ECM saranno certificati dal Provider OIC srl secondo la nuova 
regolamentazione approvata dalla Commissione Nazionale per la Formazione 
Continua il 13 gennaio 2010. 
Si ricorda che avranno diritto ai crediti ECM solo coloro che saranno presenti per 
l’intera durata dell’evento ed avranno compilato l’apposito questionario che 
verrà consegnato in sede congressuale. 
Si ricorda inoltre la determinazione assunta dalla Commissione Nazionale per la 
Formazione Continua del 18 gennaio 2011 alla luce della quale ogni partecipante 
potrà maturare 1/3 dei crediti formativi ricondotti al triennio di riferimento (150 
totali per il triennio 2012-2015) mediante reclutamento diretto da parte dello 
sponsor e dovrà consegnare al Provider dell’evento una copia dell’invito o una 
dichiarazione sottoscritta attestante l’invito, con firma autografa e leggibile 
unitamente ai propri dati anagrafici (codice fiscale, nome, cognome, libero 
professionista / dipendente / convenzionato, professione, disciplina, nome spon-
sor). A tal fine è stata predisposta una scheda riepilogativa nell’ambito del 
questionario ECM. 
L’attestazione dei crediti formativi ottenuti sarà inviata agli iscritti dopo l’evento 
a seguito della verifica da parte del Provider del raggiungimento del 75% di rispo-
ste esatte. A tutti gli iscritti sarà comunque consegnato il consueto attestato di 
frequenza.

I crediti formativi sono rivolti a medici chirurghi specialisti in anestesia e 
rianimazione, cardiologia, cardiochirurgia, chirurgia vascolare e radio-
diagnostica e a infermieri e tecnici della fisiopatologia cardiocircolato-
ria e perfusione cardiovascolare.

LANGUAGE
The official language of the congress is English. Simultaneous translation is 
available.
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Slide Centre
The slide centre is situated near the Congress Secretariat. All meeting rooms are 
equipped only with a computer slide projector. It will be not possible to hook 
Tablets (IPAD) to the projection system. Speakers are kindly requested to use 
"Powerpoint" (Windows or MacIntosh/Apple). The dimensions of the Powerpoint 
presentation should not be larger than 50 MB, video excluded.

The use of Cd-Rom, pens or memory stick is advisable to easily download the 
presentations, by handing them to the technicians in charge at the Slide Centre. 
Please remember to collect your CD or memory pen at the Slide Centre at the end 
of the session.

Speakers with Powerpoint presentation on CD Rom or memory pen: please report 
to the Slide Centre at least 1 hour before your presentation or the day before if you 
are scheduled in the morning. Pleaase make sure to have two copies  of your 
presentation (one as back up on your own PC).

Speakers with presentation on their own laptop and/or using MACINTOSH/APPLE: 
please report to the Slide Centre at least 2 hours before your presentation or the 
day before, if you are scheduled in the morning.
This timing will allow your presentation to be downloaded onto the main compu-
ter.

The Slide Centre is available for speakers to deliver their presentation with the 
following timetable: 

Saturday, 28th April 2012 13.00 - 18.00

Sunday, 29th April 2012 8.00 - 18.00

Monday, 30th April 2012 8.00 -  12.00 
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SCIENTIFIC SECRETARIAT

O.I.C. Srl
Contact: Sabrina Gataleta
Viale G. Matteotti,7
50121 Florence, Italy
Telephone: + 39 055 / 50351
For general information: valvesummit2012@oic.it
For registration and hotel accommodation: registrationvalve2012@oic.it
For sponsorship: sponsorvalve2012@oic.it
www.oic.it

The registration desk will be open with the following time schedule:

Saturday, 28th April 2012 12.30 - 19.00

Sunday, 29th April 2012 8.00 - 18.30

Monday, 30th April 2012 8.00 -  13.30

Please collect the conference kit at the Secretariat Desk and wear your personal 
name badge during the scientific sessions. 

Etna Foundation 
Contact: Laura Basile
Ferrarotto Hospital, Via S. Citelli 1 - 95124 Catania, Italy
Telephone +39 095 7436201
Mobile phone +39 3457577487
info@etnafoundation.org
www.etnafoundation.org

ORGANISING SECRETARIAT & PROVIDER 
(authorization has been required)

EXCELLENCE THROUGH NEWEST ADVANCES 
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CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
We kindly remind you that cancellation of the registration and hotel reserva-
tion were accepted only until 14th April 2012. No refund are allowed for 
cancellations received after 14th April. Booking fees will not refunded. Refun-
ds will be processed after the Congress.

BADGE
Each participant will receive a name badge upon check-in at the registration 
desk. The badge will be the official meeting document and should be worn at 
all times in order to gain entry into the meeting rooms.
Badges are colour coded as follows:

Transparent (no coloured band) Participant
Red    Faculty

COFFEE BREAKS AND LUNCHES
Coffee breaks and lunches will be offered to all regularly registered partici-
pants.

SOCIAL DINNER
Social dinner will be held in Catania at Monastero dei Benedettini di San 
Nicolò l’Arena, on Sunday 29th April 2012 at 20:30. Participation in the dinner 
is included in the Congress Registration fee. Entry to Valve Summit dinner will 
be not permitted without the ticket that can be obtained at the Secretariat 
Desk during the Congress.

REGISTRATION FEE
Registration fee is € 1.000,00 (VAT 21% included) and includes also:
Admission to Scientific Sessions, Congress Kit, Echo and Simulation Course, 
Working Lunches, Coffee Points, Welcome Dinner April 28th, 2012, Social 
Dinner April 29th, 2012, Live Cases Book, Certificate of Attendance.
An updated version of manual “Percutaneous Treatment of Left Side 
Cardiac Valves” edited by Springer 
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CONGRESS VENUE
Hotel Santa Tecla Palace, Via delle Balestrate 100 - 95020 Acireale, Italy
www.hotelsantatecla.it
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Catania

Acireale

Messina

SiracusaRagusa

Agrigento

Palermo

Trapani

Caltanissetta
Enna

HOW TO REACH US

 
By plane: Vincenzo Bellini Airport (30 km)

By train: Acireale Train Station (3 km)

By ship: Catania Port (20 km) – Riposto port  (12 km)

By car: A18 motorway (Catania/Messina), Acireale exit (6 km)
            


